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Introductions
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Achieve & Accessibility with Christin Monroe
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Jennifer Duncan

Question and Answer
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Agenda



Landmark College

Neurodiversity- Describes a multitude of naturally occurring variations in 
the brain that result from the human genome.



Executive 
Function

The cognitive processes 
that regulate an individual's 
ability to sustain 
self-directed action toward a 
goal.



Cognitive Load 
Theory

Two Week Free 
Trial

Flexible Deadlines
and Attempts

Encourage use of 
Feedback/ Hints

Promote 
Personalized 
Learning and 

Agency

Provide students with a tutorial in your class to learn to use the technology you present.If a 
student is struggling with technology then it increases extraneous load and decreases 
intrinsic load.
You arenʼt assessing whether a student can navigate LMS or eLearning technology.

Students can test Achieve before they purchase it.  After working with it for two weeks, if a 
student is really struggling you may suggest alternative “paper” assignments.

Minimize anxiety and promote formative learning by giving students flexible deadlines 
and multiple attempts on assignments.

Model the use of feedback and hints when students struggle to answer questions.  It is 
helpful to point out that students have access to these resources.

Achieve allows you to give your students flexibility with pacing and timing for how they 
complete assignments.  This gives them agency of when and how they work through 
course content.

Achieving 
Accessibility



Cognitive 
Load Theory

Provide students with in-class time to explore any eLearning 
platforms you assign.



Deadlines and Automatic Grading

Suggested Deadline

2-Week Deadline
“Zero” in Gradebook; Assignment can still be 

submitted

Mid or End Semester Deadline



What can you do to move 
the parking spot to improve 

student outcomes?

The flexibility from utilizing eLearning platforms can lead to better student 
outcomes!



Scaffolding 
Assignments

Combat Common 
Challenges

●Students aren’t academically prepared.
●Students have very different academic 
abilities.
●Students don’t understand the concept of 
revision.
●Students don’t know how to collaborate 
effectively. 
●Overloaded classes make giving timely 
feedback difficult.
●“Emergencies”



What It Is

•Breaking writing assignments into 
small, low-stakes steps to increase 
student success
•Emphasis on student reflection 
•Actionable feedback
•Full transparency in assignment 
creation and grading

What it is NOT - more revision



Two Basic 
Questions

●What do my students need to 
accomplish?
●What steps do they need to take 
to get them there?



Breaking a larger essay into mini essays 
(identify the problem, present 2 solutions, 
endorse one solution)

Create Scaffolding within a single assignment

Increase the difficulty of each assignment 
(summarize articles on the same topic with 
each article more complex than the previous)

Some 
Examples



Old Writing 
Prompt

Choose one of the assigned images 
and write an essay which analyzes the 
rhetorical situation, the rhetorical 
strategies, and the rhetorical appeals 
in order to evaluate the image’s 
effectiveness.



Scaffolded Assignment Prompt



Important 
Considerations

•Sequence assignments from simple to 
complex.
•Connect each assignment to the 
next.
•Each “draft” does NOT have to be 
graded; they might not even get read 
by the instructor.
•Explicitly tell your student what they’ll 
gain from each step AND what to 
expect in terms of feedback.



Define a “draft”

Utilize Reflection 
Questions

Set Specific Draft 
Goals and Rubrics

Use Peer Review

Compare Drafts

Any step of the project: 
Draft 1: Proposal
Draft 2: Annotated Bibliography
Draft 3: Peer Review
Draft 4: Final Draft

● The primary argument I am making is
● One thing Iʼd like you to look at is
● I used AI in this essay to…

Set  draft goals for each step
Choose the ppropriate rubric for each step (if graded)

Let them assess each other with clearly defined draft goals.
Students can “rate” even when they canʼt explain why.

Side by Side draft view lets you quickly see if they moved forward in the process

How 
Achieve 
Writing 
Tools Helps
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